
Summer Reading Program – Entering 10th Graders (Honors) 

Theme:  Relationships and Identity 

Required Reading Book 

 

 

Elsewhere by Gabrielle Zevin: What happens when you die? Where do you go? What do 

you do? Zevin provides answers to these questions in this intriguing novel, centering on the 

death of Liz Hall, almost 16 years old and looking forward to all that lies ahead: learning to 

drive, helping her best friend prepare for the prom, going to college, falling in love.  Killed in a 

hit-and-run accident, Liz struggles to understand what has happened to her, grief stricken at 

all she has lost, and incapable of seeing the benefits of the Elsewhere in which she finds 

herself.  Refusing to participate in this new life, Liz spends her time looking longingly down at 

the family and friends back on earth where life goes on without her.  But the new 

environment pulls her into its own rhythms.  Liz meets the grandmother she never knew, 

makes friends, gets a job, and falls in love as she and the other inhabitants of Elsewhere age 

backward one year for each year they are there. Zevin’s third person narrative calmly, but 

surely, guides readers through the bumpy landscaping of strongly delineated characters 

dealing with the most difficult issue that faces all of us. 

OR 

 

Runner by Carl Deuker: When a new job falls his way, Chance jumps at the opportunity, 

becoming a runner who picks up strange packages on a daily route and delivers them to a 

shady man at the marina. Chase knows how much he will earn-what he doesn’t know is how 

much he will pay. Suspenseful, fast-paced and timely, this novel avoids easy answers as it 

examines issues of terrorism and patriotism, fear and courage, and lives of privilege and 

poverty. 

AND 

 

 

 

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurson: In Zora Neale Hurston’s Their 

Eyes Were Watching God, Janie Crawford goes on a lifelong search for unconditional and 

fulfilling love, which she finally finds with her beloved Tea Cake. During her quest, Janie gains 

inner strength and independence – all while enduring the harsh judgment of the town gossips 

known as the “porch sitters”. Through Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston 

served as one of the first female African-American voices of the early 20th century. 



 

Summer Reading: Socratic Seminar  

 

The project for your summer reading will be a Socratic seminar with your classmates 

during your first week of school. A seminar is a forum type discussion based off the teaching 

methods of the philosopher, Socrates. A list of prompts will be attached to the back of this 

packet. You will be responsible for taking notes as you read this summer and will be 

discussing your ideas and perspectives about the novel with your classmates when you 

return. Also attached, are a list of prompt topics, guidelines, expectations, and a scoring 

rubric.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer Reading: Socratic Seminar Prompts 

 Characters: character questions probe into the ideals, actions, purposes, and motives 

of the characters. 

 Setting: setting questions consider how the settings of the story represent, influence, 

or influence the novel itself and our lives. 

 Symbols: symbol questions look for the underlying meaning in symbolic items, 

relationships, speech, and actions throughout the novel, they interpret the ‘ideas’ 

behind the ‘things.’ 

 Theme/motif: theme/motif questions identify or prompt discussion on the underlying 

truths about humanity in the book, what the author was trying to communicate 

about society. 

 Style: style questions reflect on the way the author chose to write the novel. What 

technical elements did he include, what decisions did he make, and how did they 

influence the telling of the story? Analyze the author's writing style and decide if 

they're a master or an amateur. 

 Essential: essential questions examine ideas from the novel. (e.g. what is love? how 

does one love? what is family? what is normal? what role does community play in the 

individual’s life? Is love helpful or harmful?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guidelines for Participants in a Socratic Seminar 

 

1. Refer to the text when needed during the discussion. A seminar is not 

a test of memory. You are not "learning a subject"; your goal is to 

understand the ideas, issues, and values reflected in the text 

2. It’s OK to "pass" when asked to contribute 

3. Do not participate if you are not prepared 

4. Do not stay confused; ask for clarification 

5. Focus on the subject currently under discussion; make   

          notes about ideas you  want to come back to 

6. Don't raise hands; take turns speaking 

7. Listen carefully 

8. Speak up so that all can hear you 

9. Talk to each other, not just to the leader or teacher 

    10. Discuss ideas, not just each other's opinions 

    11. You are responsible for the seminar 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 



 

Expectations of Participants in a Socratic Seminar 

 

When I am evaluating your Socratic Seminar participation, I ask the 

following questions about participants.  Did they….  

Speak loudly and clearly? 

Cite reasons and evidence for their statements? 

Listen to others respectfully? 

Stick with the subject? 

Talk to each other, not just to the leader? 

Paraphrase accurately? 

Ask for help to clear up confusion? 

Support each other? 

Avoid hostile exchanges? 

Question others in a civil manner? 

Seem prepared? 

  



Socratic Seminar:  Participant Rubric    

 

A Level Participant 

   

 Participant offers enough solid analysis, without prompting, to 

move the conversation forward  

 Participant, through her comments, demonstrates a deep 

knowledge of the text and the question  

 Participant has come to the seminar prepared, with notes  

 Participant, through her comments, shows that she is actively 

 listening to other participants  

 Participant offers clarification and/or follow-up that extends 

    the conversation  

 Participant’s remarks often refer back to specific parts of the text.  

   

 

B Level Participant 

   

 Participant offers solid analysis without prompting  

 Through comments, participant demonstrates a good knowledge 

of the text and the question  

 Participant has come to the seminar prepared, with notes  

 Participant shows that he/she is actively listening to others 

     and  offers clarification and/or follow-up  

 

 

C Level Participant 

 Participant offers some analysis, but needs prompting from the 

     seminar leader  

 Through comments, participant demonstrates a general 

 knowledge of the text and question  

 Participant is less prepared, with few notes  

 Participant is actively listening to others, but does not offer 

       clarification and/or follow-up to others’ comments  

 Participant relies more upon his or her opinion, and less on the 

text to drive her comments  

 



 

D or F Level Participant 

 Participant offers little commentary  

 Participant comes to the seminar ill-prepared with little 

    understanding of the text and question  

 Participant does not listen to others, offers no commentary to 

   further the discussion         

 Participant distracts the group by interrupting other speakers or 

   by offering off topic questions and comments. 

 Participant ignores the discussion and its participants  

 

Summer Reading: Socratic Seminar  

Directions: Below are the questions/prompts for your Socratic Seminar on Elsewhere. Read 

them and make notes about your thoughts, keeping track of ideas you might want to discuss 

during the seminar. 

 

1.  Liz finds it ironic that Egyptian Pharaohs were buried in Pyramid.  Why?    

2.  Curtis Jest was a drug addict, but didn’t want to die.  Do we feel sorry for him?  Did he  

have it coming?   

3.  What would it be like being in the afterlife with your favorite musician or other famous 

people? 

4.  Evaluate the author’s writing Style with regard to dialogue.   She doesn’t include the tags 

“He said, she said.”   

5.  Suicide:  highest success rate – men, highest attempt rate – women, highest % is age 45-

54, next is 75-84 

6.  Imagine if you could never die.  Would you want that?  What are the pros and cons? 

7.  Are people happy in Elsewhere?  Is Liz happy?  How would you describe her mood during 

her first few days/months? 

8.  How does Liz describe the habits and tendencies of the elderly on page 50? 



9.  Why does Liz need her jeans on page 60?  What does this reveal about her at this point in 

the book?    

10.  Why does Liz become fixated on the pocket watch and the cashmere green sweater? 

11.  What things do you hold onto dearly?  What materialistic things to you hold close to 

you? 

12.  Do you think that young people have a tendency to think that they are invincible?  

13.  Aldous asks Liz, “Are you Happy?”  What is happiness?  What do you need to be happy? 

14.  Where does Liz spend her birthday?  Is Owen a hypocrite for telling Liz to stay away 

from the ODs? (page 168) 

15.  How does Liz communicate with her family?  Who hears her?   

16.  What are some signs that Liz has an addiction?  (page 115) 

17.  Why was the dog confused about the toilet?     

18.  In Elsewhere, how do tattoos change as people get younger?     

19.  Discuss the promise “til death do us part,” which Emily and Owen said to each other.  

Does it still apply? 

20.  Why is reading a book from end to beginning similar to the characters in this book? 

(page 241)    

21.  Think about your own pets or former pets.  What would it be like to see and speak with 

your pet (past or present)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Directions: Below are the questions/prompts for your Socratic Seminar on Runner. Read 

them and make notes about your thoughts, keeping track of ideas you might want to 

discuss during the seminar.  

 

1.  What are some of the major themes in this novel?   

2.  Describe the setting of this novel.  Where does Chance live?  How does his home life 

differ from his classmates? 

3.  List the good and bad qualities of Chance.  List the good and bad qualities of his father. 

4.  Why do Chance and his father not celebrate Christmas and Thanksgiving?   

5.  Do you believe that Chance’s father was trying to make things right? 

6.  Throughout the novel, Chance is living in fear to make extra money.  Is it worth all of this 

extra stress?  Which would you rather be: 1). poor and safe 2). paid and afraid 

7.  What are the differences between Chance and Melissa?  What are the similarities? 

8.  What is Semtex?  What happened with Pan Am Flight 103? 

9.  What offer did Melissa and her father make?  How did Chance respond?  What would 

you have done in this situation? 

10.  Chance thought he'd rise to another level insofar as status and societal approval is 

concerned, but he was wrong.  What do you think?  Does making more money even things 

up?  If not, then what does?   

11.  Create a list of qualities that a person can earn or acquire to "move up" in the world. 

12.  Should high school students get jobs?   

13.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of having a part-time or full-time job while 

being a high school student? 

14.  List 3-5 things that cause people to be happy.   

15.  What are the most important components you should have in your life to ensure 

happiness? 

16.  How much money is enough?  How much money do we need to be happy? 



17.  Do you believe that Chance’s dad is a hero?  What does it mean to be a hero? 

 

 

Directions: Below are the questions/prompts for your Socratic Seminar on Their Eyes Were 

Watching God. Read them and make notes about your thoughts, keeping track of ideas you 

might want to discuss during the seminar. 

 

1.  Describe the relationship between Janie and her Nanny.   

2.  How does her Nanny treat her?  How does Janie respond?   

3.  Does she like her Nanny?  Does she share the same values as her Nanny? 

4.  Does Nanny mean harm?  What does she think of Janie? 

5.  What does the “blossoming pear tree” symbolize for Janie? 

6.  Janie was married three times – to Logan Killicks, Joe Starks, and Tea Cake.  How did each 

man treat her?    

7.  What qualities did each man have?  What faults did each have?   

8.  On page 167, Janie tells Tea Cake, “…you come ‘long and made somethin’ outa me.  So 

Ah’m thankful fuh anything we come through together.”  What does she mean by this?  Do 

you agree? 

9.  Do you like Janie? Do you admire her? 

10.  In the novel, speech is used as a mechanism of control and liberation, especially as Janie 

struggles to find her voice. How does she choose when to speak out or to remain quiet? 

11.  What kind of God are the eyes of Hurston’s characters watching? What crucial 

moments of the plot does the title allude to? Does this God ever answer Janie’s 

questioning? 

12.  How do the imagery and tone of the last few pages of the novel connect with other 

moments in the novel? Does Janie’s story end in triumph, despair, or a mixture of both? 



13. After Joe Starks’s funeral, Janie realizes that “She had been getting ready for her great 

journey to the horizons in search of people; it was important to the entire world that she 

should find them and they find her.” Why is this important “to the entire world”? In what 

ways does Janie’s self-awareness depend on her increased awareness of others? 

14.  What is the importance of the concept of horizon? How do Janie and each of her men 

widen her horizons? What is the significance of the novel’s final sentences in this regard? 

 

 

 


